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The Book of Lamentations.* This is probably the poetical book of the 
Old Testament least generally known, yet it is the one about which our infor- 
mation is the most complete. Its theme is the catastrophe of the destruction 
of Jerusalem in B. C. 588. It was evidently written at the time by an eye-witness 
who felt the horror of the tragedy most deeply. Jeremiah was the most prom- 
inent personality of Jesusalem at the time, most probably the author of the 
book. But modern scholars deny this. The question has no religious impor- 
tance. But the rare and peculiar genius of Jeremiah, the fact that he wrote 
this kind of poetry, e. g. , a lament over Josiah's death, resemblances of style 
between these Lamentations and his prophecies, the autobiographic details of 
the third chapter, seem to furnish conclusive proof of Jeremiah's authorship of 
the book. The differences in style from that of Jeremiah are to be explained 
by the difference in form between lamentations and prophecies. The poetical 
form is peculiar ; a collection of five separate pieces ; elegies ; four of them 
acrostics, a not uncommon form of Hebrew poetry. The picture painted in 
these poems is one of colossal sorrow. But the purpose is deeper than to give 
vent to the national grief. The poems are prophetic in that they call attention 
to the cause of this calamity. It was divine chastisement for sin. The middle 
chapter is most remarkable. Here the speaker relates how he has passed 
through a personal experience similar to that of the nation. He can comfort 
the people with that comfort which he has found, He bids them hope and 
turn again to God. Hence the book handles the problem of sin and suffering 
and points the way to God. We are reminded of the greater Man of sorrows 
both in His experience and in His contribution to the problem, viz., the perfect 
solution of the mystery of sin and suffering, at which the prophet so nobly 
wrought. 

The independent and broad consideration of the literary problems of this most interest- 
ing book is in Dr. Stalker's best vein and his study of the teaching of this prophetic lament 
is striking. But neither of these two chief elements of the paper seems fully enough pre- 
sented to satisfy a careful reader. Still if they lead one to look more deeply into the 
numerous and most fascinating problems of the Book of Lamentations, the discussion will 
be of much service. 



Gideon. f Consider some preliminary words on the Hebrew conquest of 
Canaan. These Hebrew Bedouins are suddenly moved by a strange spirit, 
they unite, approach a fertile, cultivated country, Canaan, and ultimately, 
after hard fighting, conquer it. As for the moral character of this transaction 
observe (1) war, though it has its roots in iniquity, has been used by God for 
the furtherance of righteousness and peace ; (2) we are in danger of over- 
valuing mere physical life. That the material life counts for very little in 
God's sight is the manifest teaching of history. The moral discipline is first 
and all-important. Men make too much of physical comfort to-day and hence 

* By Dr. James Stalker, in The Expositor, Jan. 1892, pp. 65-75. 

tBy the late Professor Elmslie, in The Expositor ; Jan. 1892, pp. 50-65. 



